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SUBJECT: NEWSWEEK ARTICLE ON KOREA SUGGESTS USG SEEKS 
OVERTHROW OF PARK CHUNG-HEE 

1 . WE HAVE JUST SEEN LONG ARTICLE ON KOREA BY PETER WEBB 
AND LARS-ERIK NELSON BEING CARRIED IN NOVEMBER 7 
ASIAN EDITION OF NEWSWEEK. ARTICLE DOES NOT APPEAR 

IN DOMESTIC U.S. EDITION. 

2. ONE PASSAGE APPEARS TO SUGGEST THAT USG MAY SEEK 
OVERTHROW OF PARK GOVERNMENT. PERTINENT QUOTATION 
FOLLOWS: 

3. QUOTE: SOME PESSIMISTS WENT EVEN FURTHER, 

PREDICTING THAT ONLY A CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IN SEOUL 
COULD ALTER THE SITUATION. THE ONLY WAY THIS IMPASSE 
IS GOING TO BE RESOLVED IS IF THERE IS SOMEONE OTHER 
THAN PARK CHUNG HEE LEADING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
SOUTH KOREA, ONE OFFICIAL TOLD NEWSWEEK. SOUTH KOREAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SENSITIVITIES TO THIS MOOD IN WASHINGTON COULD WELL 
TRIGGER THE KIND OF POLITICAL UPHEAVAL THAT WOULD LEAD 
TO THE REPLACEMENT OF PARK. IF THE GENERALS OVER 
THERE WHO ARE LOYAL TO HIM BEGIN TO SEE THAT SANTA CLAUS 
IS TAKING HIS BAG OF GOODIES SOMEWHERE ELSE, THEY MAY 
WELL CONCLUDE THAT PRESERVING THE GOODWILL OF THE U.S. 

IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN PRESERVING PARK CHUNG HEE. 
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UNQUOTE. 

4. ROK EMBASSY WASHINGTON, ACTING UNDER INSTRUCTIONS 
FROM SEOUL, MADE INQUIRY TO DEPARTMENT NOVEMBER 3. IN 
RESPONSE, KOREA COUNTRY DIRECTOR STATED UNEQUIVOCALLY 
THAT IT IS NOT USG POLICY TO SEEK REMOVAL OF PRESIDENT 
PARK CHUNG HEE OR OVERTHROW OF ROKG. 

5. EMBASSY SHOULD GIVE SIMILAR ASSURANCES TO FOREIGN 
MINISTRY IN SEOUL IF DEEMED USEFUL. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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